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HPA Unveils New Website
The Hartford Preservation Alliance is excited to announce a new 
website with updated information on Hartford Architecture, 
News & Events, and useful links on resources for rehabilitating 
and restoring historic properties. 

On May 17th 2012 the historic Elks Lodge hosted the 2012 Hartford Preservation Alliance Awards honoring those whose projects 
preserve and revitalize the Capital City’s unique architectural heritage and neighborhood character. Check out the incredible and 
inspiring stories by visiting www.HartfordPreservation.org.

This year’s Awardees were the City of Hartford, Northside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (NINA), Gretchen Unfried-English 
& Alan English of 107 Elizabeth Street, Corporation for Independent Living (CIL), The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 
Jennifer & Antonio Lemus of 69 North Beacon Street, HPA Board Treasurer Kevin Donovan, Connecticut Light & Power, and the 
Bushnell Park Foundation. Congratulations and Thanks to All!!!

Hartford 
Celebrates the 
2012 HPA Awards

Please visit www.HartfordPreservation.org.

Municipal Building (City Hall) circa 1917.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the

Hartford Preservation Alliance
is to advocate for the preservation 

and revitalization of 
Hartford’s unique architectural heritage

and neighborhood character.
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From the Office 
  Laura Knott-Twine, Executive Director

I am encouraged on a daily basis by the efforts that people make to 
achieve the results they are seeking. I watch our program staff, Tomas 
Nenortas & Mary Falvey answering questions and finding resources for 
people who are enthusiastically working with historic buildings in the 
city. The obvious inquiries come from homeowners but there are many 
other constituents with whom we work.  Some do not know that his-
toric preservation is broader than private homes. The City departments 
we have worked with play an integral role in historic preservation. The Mayor’s office, the 
City Council, The Planning Division and Licenses and Inspections have been good partners. 
Public Works has helped us enormously in describing the layout of the city and identifying 
properties with us. Hartford has embraced historic preservation. And the people who live, 
work and visit here can see the results of healthy collaborations. 

The Metropolitan District Commission (MDC), you might have noticed, has been replac-
ing 100 year old piping all over the city and they have called on us to describe the historic 
properties that need to be carefully handled so as to not destroy important relics of our past. 
The City Council calls on us to make applications to protect buildings like the old Weaver 
High (now the Martin Luther King Jr. School) and to comment on other properties that they 
have interest in.

We also carry on our banner the protection of Bridges, Cemeteries, Monuments and Parks 
in Hartford.  College and University interns have done wonderful work in capturing the 
history of these sites such as the oldest private home in Hartford, Spring Grove, Old North 
and Cedar Hill Cemeteries and Goodwin Park to name a few. And, to some people’s surprise, 
we give tours highlighting “the Moderns” in the city and that the 1960s Phoenix Insurance 
Building (called locally “The Boat Building”) is on the National Register of Historic Places. It 
is the first two-sided building in the world. 

What is this all about? It is about caring for one’s community—the hometown—the place 
that people live and work. It is about recognizing that Hartford is the Capital City of Con-
necticut. Hartford Preservation Alliance has embarked on sharing the thousands of pieces of 
information we have collected, researched, analyzed and organized over the years. We will do 
this by filling our new website portal with interesting and important information such as ar-
ticles, maps, pictures and databases and much more. Surf around our website www.Hartford-
Preservation.org ; it is growing and will continue to grow. We have received support for this 
big project from the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, The State Historic Preservation 
Office, The City of Hartford and many businesses and private citizens.  

I am proud to have been born in Hartford and proud to be a part of this special organization.

Is your home on the National Register of Historic Places? 
Then you are eligible to purchase and display a stylish 
National Register plaque featuring the landmark Charter 
Oak. Individually listed buildings are also eligible for a 
similar plaque. If you are unsure of your home’s status, 
please contact HPA for additional information. Send your 
name and address with a check or money order for $35.00 
payable to Treasurer, State of Connecticut to:

  Stacey Vairo
  State and National Register Coordinator
  Historic Preservation and Museum Division
     Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism
     One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor
     Hartford, CT 06103
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Membership Dues:

	 Student	 	 				$	15

	 Individual	 	 				$	25

	 Household	 	 				$	40

	 Preservation	Friend	 			$100

	 Preservation	Ally	 			$150

	 Preservation	Advocate				$250

	 Preservation	Patron	 			$500

	 Benefactor	 	 $1,000

Join the Hartford Preservation Alliance!

Name:

Street:

City:	 	 	 	 	 State:	 	 Zip:

Telephone:	 	 	 	

Email:

Mail to: Hartford Preservation Alliance, 
56 Arbor Street, Suite 406, Hartford, CT 06106

All contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Supporting HPA

The Hartford Preservation 
Alliance has been financed 
in part by the State Historic 
Preservation Office of the 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development, 
the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving (HFPG), 
the City of Hartford, the 
Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation, 
in cooperation with the 
Connecticut Humanities 
Council, HFPG Non-Profit 
Support Program and The 
Hartford. Many others, 
including businesses and our 
members, have contributed 
to the operation of our 
organization, and we wish to 
thank them for their support.

 
New England Management, Corp.

56 Arbor Street office rentals

Connecticut Preservation Action
“Advocating for Historic Preservation 

Since 1980”

State Historic 
Preservation Office



Spotlight on Hartford’s 
Neighborhoods and Architects
By Tim Adams, CCSU Intern

Scarborough Street - an Historic Parkway 
The West End of Hartford was a rural area through the end of the Civil War. “Prospect Hill,” 
now known as Prospect Avenue, was farm land. Most of the northern and western parts of Hart-
ford were either woods or farmland until the mid-nineteenth century, and were gradually built 
up as residential developments that spread outward from the central Downtown area.  

After the war’s end, real estate development in Hartford began in earnest including the laying 
out of lots on Kenyon, Whitney, Tremont, Oxford, and North Beacon streets north of Farming-
ton Avenue. Economic downturns slowed development in this area until the mid-1880s when 
economic prosperity, a growing middle-class population and public transportation (the electric 
trolley) fueled an increase in housing construction.

From the 1860s until the 1890s, Hartford’s upper class chose to build their estates on Washington Street and Farmington and Asylum 
Avenues. After the turn of the twentieth century, encroaching commercial development led the heirs of these estate owners to sell off 
these properties, in many cases for the construction of apartment buildings and insurance buildings. Leaders of Hartford industry and 
business then looked towards the West End, especially Prospect Avenue, Scarborough Street, and Woodside Circle, as locations to 
build their own “modern” substantial homes. Home construction in this area reached its peak after World War I and ended with the 
Great Depression. By this time the West End was substantially fully developed. Scarborough Street was almost fully developed by 
1928. It was known in particular for its variety of styles and juxtaposition of contrasting structural massing, design and detail. 

The Architects- Smith & Bassette
H. Hilliard Smith and Roy D. Bassette formed their partnership in 1910 and became one of Hartford’s most prestigious architectural 
practices between the World Wars. Of the 240 homes and buildings that contribute to the Prospect Avenue Historic District, Smith & 
Bassette were the architects for 38. 

Henry Hilliard Smith was born in Middletown, CT on November 16, 1871. He was a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and studied architecture abroad for several years. He became a draftsman for Hartford architect William C. Brocklesby in 
1895 and became partners with Brocklesby in 1905. After Brocklesby’s death in 1910, he joined forces with Roy Bassette. Mr. Smith 
retired from practice in 1942 and died on May 24, 1948 at his home at 1789 Albany Avenue. 

Roy Donald Bassette was born in New Britain, CT in 1881 and graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1908. He briefly 
taught at the university after his graduation before entering into partnership with Mr. Smith. After Smith’s retirement he continued 
the practice of architecture until his own retirement in 1954. He died at Hartford Hospital on May 18, 1965.

Smith & Bassette’s predominant residential designs were of Georgian and Colonial Revival styles constructed of red brick with white 
trim. They did branch out to other designs and construction materials including the Art Deco influenced Marble Pillar building (still 
standing at 24 Central Row) and the Keney Park Golf Clubhouse constructed from brownstone salvaged from the Hartford Orphan 
Asylum. A large collection of the firm’s drawings are located at the Connecticut Historical Society.

Colonial Revival
68 Scarborough Street is a Colonial Revival design. Identifying features of this type of design are an accentuated front door normally 
with a decorative pediment, with a façade that normally shows symmetrically balanced windows and a center door. There are usually 
windows with double-hung sashes usually with multi-pane glazing in one or both sashes. Windows are frequently in adjacent pairs.  
Colonial Revival style began to appear more frequently after 1900, as American architects turned to their own heritage for inspira-
tion. This style was used for larger upper-class homes whose residents were drawn into the area by the large Elizabeth Park. Colonial 
Revival homes also included homes for middle and working class families as well. 

Sources
Hartford Assessor’s property card
National Historic District nomination form for Prospect Avenue district
Ransom, David. “Biographical Dictionary of Hartford Architects.” The Connecticut Historical Society Bulletin 54, no. 1-3 (Winter/Spring 1989). 
HPA library 974.6 WIN/SPR 1989
Hartford Architecture Conservancy Survey
A Field Guide to American Houses (McAlester)
“Scarborough Street’s Final Development is Practically Complete.” Hartford Courant, June 24, 1928. 

www.HartfordPreservation.orgPreservation Alliance •

68 Scarborough Street
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Farmington Avenue - Transformation of a Turnpike Road 
The First Methodist Church of Hartford was organized in 1821, during the pastorate of Rev. 
English. The first edifice was built a year later at the corner of Trumbull and Chapel Streets where 
it remained until 1859. At this time one of the trustees, Galusha Owen, offered a large gift if the 
church would purchase a lot owned by him on Asylum Street. It was decided by the church to take 
the offer and the second edifice was erected there. In 1902 the congregation under Rev. Dr. Charles 
W. McCormick decided there was once again need for a new church and formed a building com-
mittee. That year the church purchased the lot on Farmington Avenue. The building on Asylum 
Street was sold and fell into the hands of the Hartford Electric Light Company. Ground was broken 
at Farmington Avenue on May 3, 1904. The new edifice was dedicated in October of 1905 with a 
ceremony featuring some of the church’s former pastors.

Architect- Theodore Irving Coe
Coe supervised the construction of the St. Regis Hotel, designed by Trowbridge & Livingston, be-
fore receiving the commission for Hartford’s First Methodist Church and the parsonage next door. 
Correspondence between the church and Coe in New York indicate a very rocky relationship. The 
church’s building committee kept complete records of the job which show that, among other things, the stained glass for the church 
windows was furnished by Henderson Brothers of New York. The church was completed in 1905. In 1932 Coe moved to Washington, 
DC. There he supervised the construction of the United States Supreme Court building for Cass Gilbert. He stayed in Washington 
and served as technical secretary of the American Institute of Architects. 

Architectural Style
The edifice erected at 571 Farmington Avenue is an adaptation of the English Gothic type with a little of an early Norman feeling to 
it in its square towers. The building features a low arch with severely plain, red brick exterior with brownstone trim. It is dominated by 
a central dome. The interior was given a black oak finish with the walls tinted a warm yet stone-like grey. It was said that this brought 
a sense of boldness and stability to the building. It was made compact and low in an attempt to avoid the traditional auditorium effect 
and to make the speaker heard from every seat in the church. 

Sources
Hartford Assessor’s property card
Ransom, David. “Biographical Dictionary of Hartford Architects.” The Connecticut Historical Society Bulletin 54, no. 1-3 (Winter/Spring 1989). HPA library 974.6 
WIN/SPR 1989
“Church Property Sold: First Methodist Building Bought by Electric-Light Company,” Hartford Courant, February 25, 1903.
“Dedication of New Church on Sunday: Handsome Edifice of First Methodist Church,” Hartford Courant, October 21, 1905. 
“Handsome New Church: The First Methodists’ Fine Building,” Hartford Courant, May 3, 1904. 
“New Methodist Church: The Edifice to be Erected on Farmington Avenue and Smith Street,” Hartford Courant, July 30, 1903. 

Renzulli Academy Students Explore Hartford’s Talking Buildings

If you have ever taken the time to walk around downtown Hartford, you have witnessed the breathtaking architecture present at every 
turn. Having lived in Hartford for less than 5 years, I made it my goal to become intimately acquainted with the rich cultural and 
physical history of the city. As a teacher, I have the unique opportunity to share my passion for history with the students I teach. It was 
this passion that led me to develop a unit for 4th graders at the Renzulli Academy, located in the north end of the city. In the initial 
stages of development, I discovered the Hartford Preservation Alliance! The helpful staff welcomed me with open arms and shared 
some resources to use with my students. Some of the most helpful print resources included Structures and Styles: Guided tours of 
Hartford Architecture by Gregory Andrews and David Ransom, as well as the 3-volume Hartford Architecture Conservancy Survey.  

The goal of the project was to have each 4th grader choose a building located in Hartford and create a “Talking Building Photostory.” 
(Photostory is a computer program used to create digital documentaries and slideshows.) The idea was for the student to take the 
perspective of their chosen building and share it’s ‘experiences’ throughout its lifetime. When asked to reflect on what they learned as 
a result of working on the project, students commented that, “Hartford has some of the most amazing buildings,” and they discovered 
how “Hartford has a lot of buildings with a lot of history.” One student noticed that “Hartford has changed through the years.” Every 
student agreed that they enjoyed the project and look forward to learning more about the city of Hartford in the future. As their 
teacher, I was so proud of their hard work and final products that I applied to showcase them at the Connecticut Educators Computer 
Association’s annual Technology Expo held last May. Our application was accepted and four students traveled with me to the state 
capitol to share their Photostory with a public audience. The journey of historical discovery has just begun for these 4th graders, and 
with the help of organizations such as the Hartford Preservation Alliance, it is my hope that this project will only be the beginning! If 
you would like to view the students’ projects, go to http://msthom.weebly.com/talking-buildings-projects-2012.html

Melissa Thom, 4th Grade Teacher
Renzulli Academy, Hartford, Connecticut

571 Farmington Avenue
First Methodist Church
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An Intern’s Experience at HPA
By Tim Adams

I have spent my last semester as an undergraduate as an intern at the Hartford Preservation Alliance (HPA). I attend Central Con-
necticut University (CCSU) in New Britain where I study history. I had recently taken an interest in Public History and decided to 
participate in the Public History internship program to get some experience and a feel for the field. I was subsequently placed with 
HPA after I was accepted in CCSU’s Internship program. 

I could tell right away when I went for my interview that HPA would be a good choice for me and that I would be able to learn a lot. 
Executive Director, Laura Knott-Twine is a person who has extensive experience and a lot to offer. She has years of involvement in the 
preservation community, including founding her own museum before she even went to college. She is a perfect example of how some-
one can achieve whatever they want, if they put their mind to it, and work for it. I immediately thought that it would be a great idea to 
work for her and HPA. 

Throughout my time at HPA I have had a lot of valuable experiences. I have been able to improve my research skills significantly by 
researching different historic buildings, districts, and other structures. I was able to use a variety of different sources made available to 
me such as city directories, maps, district files, and other pieces in the HPA resource library. I have been able to research interesting 
structures such as the Bulkeley Bridge, the old Hartford Breweries, the Goodwin Hotel, and much more. Strengthening my research 
skills has been valuable for me as a history major. 

HPA has also provided me with a lot of real world experience in the field of historic preservation. I was able to attend a meeting of the 
State Historic Preservation Council at the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). I got the chance to see the politics of historic 
preservation play out first hand. The Council reviewed nominations for the State Register of Historic Places and approved grant ap-
plications. There is much more that the State Council is responsible for than I realized. Seeing the Council debate the grants made me 
realize that there is a lot that needs to be considered when giving out government funding. Being able to raise money and go through 
these government channels is a valuable skill for preservationists. 

I also got to take a trip to the state archives. I was able to get my Access Card for the archives and it helped me to look through old 
photographs of Hartford. I had never been to the state archives before so it was certainly an interesting experience seeing all the kinds 
of resources they have there. Having the Access Card will be helpful to me because the archives can be a valuable repository of sources 
for future projects. 

Also, during my time spent at HPA, I was able to go to Hartford’s City Hall. Not being from this area of the state, I had never been. 
The building has beautiful architecture and I was extremely impressed. I was there to look up and trace back land records for certain 
properties. This was something I had never done before; it was another good learning experience. Knowing how to locate and trace 
land records can be very important for historical and preservation work. It is a skill that will most likely be useful to have in the future. 
My time at HPA has certainly been a worthwhile experience. As a student who is interested in getting more familiarity with the public 
history field, an internship gives a taste for one area in that field. Whether or not I pursue a career in historic preservation, the skills 
and experiences I have gained here will not go to waste. I will adapt them to whatever career I may end up in.  Laura always says that it 
does not matter where you work, or what you are learning. What matters is that you are learning how to find what you are looking for 
and that you are gaining experience. In the end education makes you a better person. I am glad I did this internship and I think I am 
better because of it. 

Congratulations to HPA Intern, Tim Adams, who graduated from CCSU in May of 2012. He plans a Master’s Degree in his future. 

What Once Was...
 
This was the West End home of Hotelier Robert J. Allyn at 1340 
Asylum Avenue. It was remodeled in 1913 to the designs of Ed-
ward T. Hapgood. The Allyn family operated the landmark Allyn 
Hotel at Trumbull and Asylum Streets for decades until demol-
ished for the Civic Center. Their palatial country estate would 
eventually make way for the Allyn Estates condominiums.
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2012 Preservation Awards
Please visit www.HartfordPreservation.org to learn more about these 
preservation successes.

Before

Historic Painting -
69 North Beacon Street

In-Fill Construction - 33 Sargeant Street

Adaptive Reuse - 157 Charter Oak Avenue

After

Advocacy - Park Restoration

Advocacy - Historic Tax Credits

Porch Restoration - 
107 Elizabeth Street

Before

After

Volunteer of the Year, 
HPA Board Treasurer 
Kevin Donovan

Restoration - 
600 Main Street

AfterMunicipal Building Plaza

Before
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Hartford Preservation Alliance has much to offer!
How can we serve you?

Technical Assistance for Hartford Homeowners: (Free)
  We help determine if:
 •  Your home is on a Local, State or National Register of Historic Places.
 •  You reside in a Historic District.
 •  Your rehab project qualifies for State or Federal Tax Credits.
 •  Your project conforms to the Historic Preservation Ordinance.
 •  You have the right contractor for the job.
 •  You know all the resources available to you in Hartford and beyond. 
 
HPA offers Walking Tours in Hartford in the Spring and Fall ($15 each)
 •  Check our web site calendar for dates, places, and times. 
 •  We do offer Walking Tours for groups:
   Flat fees:  $150 for 6-10 participants
             $225 for  up to 20 participants
                $375 for 21-40 participants
  Tours available to groups such as: Religious Organizations, Clubs, Neighborhood Residents and  
  Employee Groups. School Groups  – (6th grade and up and accompanied by teachers and 
  chaperones). 

HPA offers Lectures: $125 an hour
 •  Why Historic Preservation?
 •  Preservation as an Economic Stimulus.
 •  Before and After Restoration projects completed in Hartford. 
 •  Preservation as the “greenest” way to protect the built and natural environments.

HPA offers Workshops for groups: (members $15 & non-members $20, minimum 15 people )
 •  Care for your Old House.
 •  Understanding the Design Guidelines - “Repair rather than Replace.”
 •  Contractors and Construction Workshop “Working on an Historic Building.”
 •  Preservation topic of your choice.

HPA also consults with for-profit businesses such as: 
Developers, Real Estate Professionals, and Commercial Building Owners. 

(Fees based on projects undertaken)

Call us today for all your Historic Preservation Needs!
860-570-0331


