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The park was originally laid out along the banks of the Hog River 
(later the Park River) and replaced a slum area of the city which 
included among other things the town dump. Originally it consis 
ted of thirty-five acres which were entirely within the first area 
of settlement. Later more land was purchased from Trinity College 
which increased the a rea of the site to fifty acres and provided 
sja ce for the new statehouse.

After the land for the park had been cleared and planted with grass 
and trees, fine buildings were built around it, although some of 
these have now been rebuilt or destroyed or replaced. In 1947 the 
Park River was diverted underground to make room for an access 
road to Interstates 91 and 84.

Along Elm Street an impressive row of brownstone townhouses was 
built in the 1870 ! s. Only No. 95 and No. 97 ELn Street remain, 
the latter built by Doctor Cincinnatus Taft. Both the Hotels 
Heublein and Garde were located on the other side. And in 1892 
the new YKCA building replaced the old jail in a new style to 
complement the fSoldiers and Sailors Monument."

Bushnell Park has remained the site of several interesting 
monuments of this last century. The most important single effort 
is the Soldiers and Sailors Monument. Built in 1885, it is a 
unique combination of arch and bridge (now filled under) which once 
spanned the river. George W. Keller (1842-1935) was the Scottish 
born architect, who came to this country under the aegis of William 
Burges to supervise the work at Trinity College. Kr. Keller was 
also the architect for the Hartford High School which was completed 
in 1884* In niches on both towers of the Memorial are brownstone 
figures representing the occupations of the Union Army's men. 
(One is a freed slave, another a printer, a mason, a student,

In addition there is the Corning Fountain, statues of Israel 
Putnam and Horace Wells, a Spanish American War Memorial, seve 
memorial trees including a scion of the Charter Oak and two 
memorial entrances. Also, the diverting of the Park River 
a pumping station to be constructed in 1947-1949 at the east 
end.

The following list describes these monument's with their inscriptions.

Fox Memorial Entrance. "1952 erected pursuant to the will of Frederick 
K. Fox." (Architect Unknown).

Soldiers and Sailors Monument. "Post Nobila Phoebus" "In honor of the 
men of Hartford who served and in memory of those who fell on 
land and on sea in the war for the Union their grateful towns 
men have raised this memorial. During the Civil War 1861 - 1865 
more than 4*000 men of Hartford bore arms in the National
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cause nearly 400 of whom died in the service*" Erected 1885, 
George Keller, architect. Casper Buberl_,and Samuel Kitson 
sculptors.

Corning Fountain* "This Fountain is erected as a tribute to the 
memory of John B. Corning by his son tfohn J. Corning." 
Erected 1899, architect and sculptor unknown.

Silver Kaple Sapling. "Second World War. In memory of all Marines who 
make the supreme sacrifice in the service of their country. 
T|re Marine Corps Fathers Association of Connecticut."

Hickory Sapling* "This tree presented by Connecticut State Exchange 
Clubs to honor Dwi^it A. Hogg, State President 1945-1946. 
The Exchange Club of Hartford."

Statue of Israel Putnaci* "Presented by the Honourable Joseph Pratt
Allyn, 1873." Erected 1879, sculptor J.Q.A. Ward, John Quincy 
Adams Ward was born in Urbana, Ohio, As a sculptor he was 
elected President of the National Academy in 1874 at the age 
of thirty-three,

Spanish War Memorial. To commemorate the valor and patriotism of the 
Hartford men who served their country in the war with Spain 
1898. Erected by the City of Hartford 1927." Sculptor Evelyn 
B. Longman, 1926.

Oak Tree. "Scion of the Charter Oak planted 19 October 1871 by the 
First Company of the Governor ! s Foot Guard."

Statue of Horace Wells, "Horace Wells, The Discoverer of Anaesthesia 
Died at Hartford 1847 Selectman 24 years, Mayor of the City, 
Judge of the City Court, Representative to the State Legislature, 
High Sheriff of Hartford County. Erected by his grandson 
George Edward Hoadley and presented to the City of Hartford, 
1909." Archit ect-
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The development of the Hartford Park (later Bushnell Park) was one of 
the achievements of Horace Bushnell who along with other liberal 
Protestant leaders TGhanning, Emerson, and Bellows) was determined 
to channel the religious energy of the New England Church into a new 
social and institutional ideal: the development of a superior public 
environment including parks, parkways, and institutions devoted to 
the study of history and science.

In the view of these Brotestant leaders a renewed democracy required

the development of institutions in which all social classes 
participated and from which intellectual-moral instruction 
and psychological satisfaction were derived. Such a con 
sensus flowed from the realization that there had taken 
place in the American city a dramatic decline in the social 
influence of the Protestant Church. "It had been replaced 
as a means of molding popular values," wrote Bellows,"by 
Schools, Colleges, and popular literature." Nor was the 
church any longer the center of social life, "for in the 
cities at least these functions were filled by the social 
parties, the festivals, the Lyceum, the concert and the 
skating-pond and the theatre."^

In the cities the place of the New England village church 
and its associated common was taken not so much by the 
new Cothic-or Romanesque-styled ecclesiastical structures 
as by the public parks and the museums surrounding them.

Horace Bushnell in the mid-1800 f s attempted a complete 
synthesis of Protestant thought. Through sermons and 
books, he expounded a philosophic basis for the secular 
expression of religious activity. He authored one of 
the century's most comprehensive essays on the need for 
a new profession of city planning and in the process 
influenced two members of his community who were to be 
come famous as urban reformers  Charles Loring Brace, 
founder of the Children's Aid Society, and Frederick 
Law Olmsted, planner of Central Park. Bushnell took



"Hartford Park," by Rev. Horace Bushnell, D.D. in Hearth and 
Home, February 6, 1869.

Albert Fein,"The American City: The Ideal and the Real," in 
The Rise of American Architecture (New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1970) pp. 54-57.
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Significance of Bushnell Park

particular pleasure in learning, just before his death, 
that the park in Hartford for which he had fought, selected 
the site, and cooperated as designer with Olznstejjp would be 
named for him. Bushnell Park remains today as a secular monument 
to his religious thought.

Thus Bushnell Park is significant because of its relation to a distinguished 
citizen of Hartford, and also now because it functions in part as it was 
intended: to refresh and revitalize people whose days are spent in the 
capitol area and in the center city*

Henry W. Bellows to R. K, Bellows, March 1, 1865, Bellows Papers, 
Massachusetts Historical Society.

^Although Bushnell had a major role in selecting the site of the park, 
the work of designing the park was done officially by the landscape artist 
and draughtsman, J. r Weideman^in cooperation with a five member Park Commission. 
See "Hartford Park," by Rev. Horace Bushnell, D.D. in Hearth and Home 3 
February 6, 1869, p. 102.

^Albert Fein,"The American City: The Ideal and the Real," in The 
Rise of American Architecture (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1970) pp. 
54-57.
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