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Moved gg Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Butler-l'cCook House was built in 1782 and was a typical house 
of the period with central hallway plan and two chiimi.es. It was 
two stories tall, had a cistern under the kitchen and a paved cellar 
under the main house. Added to it in the rear was an older ell 
(c. 1740), which v/as formerly a blacksmith's shop, and which was 
converted into a kitchen when the main house was built.

Later nineteenth century additions include additional chimneys, 
dormer windows, a second story gable in the center of the facade, 
and a porch over the front door. The builder of the house, 
Dr. Daniel Butler, is believed to have kept his office in the 
northwest room. Another member of the family, i/r. John Butler McCookj 
annexed his office to the homestead in 1895. This is a single 
story balustraded building located on the south side of the house 
which now serves as the office of the Antiquarian and Landmarks
Society. The rooms of the interior retain their wainscoting and m 
paneling as well as furniture and other sottvenirs of the descendents 
of the first Dr. Butler.

The gardens of the Butler-4-ic.Co,ok house were designed by the Swiss 
landscape gardener Jacob Ueidaman who also landscaped Bushnell and 
Retreat Park as well as many other homes in Connecticut. Among 
the memorabilia of the family is a water color wash drawing of 
the garden plan by Weideman. c-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is significant as the home of a locally distinguished 
family for almost two centuries and because it is one of the few 
old houses remaining in the city of Hartford, and because of 
its gardens designed in the nineteenth century by the distinguished 
landscape architect Jacob Weideman,

n
The main part of the house was build by Dr. Daniel Butler, 

son of Koses Butler, who in turn was descended from 
Richard Butler, early Hartford settler. Koses Butler 
conducted Butler's Tavern located where the Central 
Baptist Church is now. His son, Daniel was born in 
the tavern. When he married he married Sarah (Sheldon) 
Ledyard of another celebrated Connecticut family. After 
expanding the homestead by adding to the blacksmith shop 
of Will Hooker, he maintained his offices in one of- 
thefbanik rooms of the house. Dr. Butler's son John 
Butler maintained a paper mill in nearby Burnside and 
his daughter Eliza ^heldon Butler married in 1866 Dr. 
John James KcCook, who taught modern languages at 
Trinity College for forty years and served as rector 
of St. John's Church in East Hartford for sixty years. 
He was widely known for his studies and researches 
in the fields of sociology and criminology and 
KcCook Hospital in Hartford is named for him.

Although Dr. KcCook, professor and rector^was a native 
of Ohio, all his children were born in the homestead. 
His son, the late Dr. John Butler KcCook, rendered dis 
tinguished medical and surgical service in Hartford, besides 
serving in the Spanish American War and World War I. 
In 1895 £r. John Butler KcCook's office, an entirely 
separate one-story unit, with its own individual ent 
was added to the south side of the homestead. ' 
the annex, cited earlier, which is the office of t 
Antiquarian and Landmarks Society by arrangement? 
Miss Frances KcCook and her brother Anson. f^TJ \p
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"Sutler^cCook Homestead" in the Gonnecticut Antiquarian. Bulletin 
of the antiquarian & Landmarks Society, Inc. (December, 1968) 
Volume XX, No. 2.

Frances McCook, Unpublished paper on the Butler-KcCook Homestead, 
March-April, 1968.

Herbert J. Stoeckel, "The Manse on Main Street" in the Courant Magazi 
    iips^g*^^^^
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Constance Luyster, Administrative Trainee
ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission £ eat ember 15, 1^
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75 21m Street
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Hartford

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

State LCaason Officer and Chairman 
Tltle Connecticut Historical CommioGion

Date September 15, 1970

STATE CODE

Connecticut , 09
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and HistoripPresetfotion
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ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

The Butler-McCook Homestead 
Statement of Significance:

The KcCooks plan to bequeath in perpetuity to the 
Antiquarian and Landmarks Society the homestead, its 
entire contents unchanged and the garden for the bene 
fit of the citizens of the city and state for which 
they have affection....As Anson KcCook, with Miss 
Frances has expressed it:

"My sister and I like to think of the house and 
land, linked together as they have been for centuries, 
as a future historical park, a permanent landmark of 
the old Hartford, a Hartford that is fast disappearing. 
The homestead would be open to the,public. It would 
show graphically how successive generations of an old 
Hartford family had actually lived for almost two centuries 
in the same abode, at the same hearth and under the 
same roof. After rambling through the house, visitors 
could include the garden in their tour."

i"he information on the KcCook family was condensed from 
The Courant Magazine, a Sunday publication of the Hartford 
C our ant (July 29, 1962). Anson KcCook is now dead, bikt 
Kiss Frances McCook, now ninety years old, still lives.
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Plan for the Butler-IIcCook Homestead Garden 
reproduced in The Connecticut ^ntiauarian, 
Bulletin of the antiquarian & Landmarks Society 
Inc. of Connecticut (December, 1968).

Plan for Butler-McCook Homestead garden by Jacob Weidenman in 1865.
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